
 

 

SECAUCUS MURALS 

 

A town wide mural project brought to you by Mayor Michael Gonnelli in collaboration with Savage Habbit.  
Every mural highlights an aspect of Secaucus, whether it be its history or the abundant flora and fauna, both revitalizing 

dreary buildings into an even more welcoming landscape and emphasizing the importance of cultural exchange and 

community pride.  



 

 

LNY 
1254 Paterson Plank Rd. 

 

LNY took his vision and research of the town to create this beautiful piece. At the center is a portrait of Henry Krajewski, a local American 

politician who ran for the United States Presidency in 1952 and in 1956 for the “Poor Man’s Party” and who, having a background as a pig 

farmer, ran under the promise of “no piggy deals in Washington.” This form of blue collar affinity led him to create an image of the 

“Average American” and to represent this ideal as a tall, hard-working, pig farmer turned politician. Always relegated as the armpit of the 

USA, NJ seems to only nurture fighters and a strong suburban middle class. This is the case for Secaucus today with its industrial history, 

commercial arteries, natural marshes and wetlands. The American Redstart bird signifies this perennial back and forth of economy as a 

migratory bird that changes its name to “candelita” or little torch when it winters in South America. The last element is a reimagining of the 

Prudential company’s logo, which was inspired by the towns landmark Snake Hill. 

 



 

 

LI-HILL 

1125 Paterson Plank Rd. 

 

After immersing himself in the town and taking from specifics of the site and its place within Secaucus, Li-Hill combined his various signature 

elements to create this beautiful piece. He is known for his incredible works in motion contrasted by sharp abstractions and this piece has 

plenty of all of that goodness, touching on the past to reference our future. Centered we find Revolutionary War Patriots in various stages 

of movement and firing, tying to not only the town’s Colonial history but the current schools’ mascot and Kane Stadium just down the block. 

This symbol connects to the site, history and the broader violent history of the colonization and independence of America, alluding to this 

violent and dark history through the posture and expressions of the Patriots. Surrounding them is a flock of Snow Geese, migratory birds 

from the Arctic who winter and migrate through the Meadowlands. Aside from the obvious connections the imagery has to the town it is 

also play off the concept of migration – of traveling to different landscapes to increase populations and access to resources, which is much 

akin to the migration of humans, specifically the massive migration and colonization of North America. Framing it all is an “industrial” 

gridded pattern, pulling from his installation work, again alluding to future development wrought by migration and settling of the land and 

its effect on our current landscape today. 



 

 

MATA RUDA x NANOOK x LNY 

505 Windsor Drive / Kane Stadium 

 

For this massive 200 foot long wall that faces Kane Stadium Mata Ruda, Nanook and LNY paid particular attention and homage to those 

whose who originally inhabited the land where Secaucus is now located, the Lenni-Lenape Native Americans. The mural is a compilation of 

different flowers native to New Jersey as well as the Monarch butterfly, a symbol of migration for the Americas as it moves north to south 

during its lifetime. These symbols of locality and movement are weaved into the background and broken up by a Diamondback Terrapin 

Turtle on the right side, a species native to black swamps and marshes and by a series of silhouettes. These silhouettes are all taken from a 

First Nation’s Powwow and speak to Secaucus’ Lenni-Lenape history and also of the idea of a Powwow or social gathering which is echoed 

by the Kane Stadium location of the mural. Inside these silhouettes they recreated one of George Catlin’s paintings in greyscale. Catlin was 

the first 1800′s American painter to visually record Native American people and traditions, with this being one of the paintings he made 

during his travels and in a way serving as a reminder of the importance of representation and the artist’s role as a medium, witness and 

active agent in this struggle. 



 

 

FAITH47 

Buchmuller Park 

 

South African artist Faith47 painted this small piece out in Buchmuller Park inspired by the elegant stature of the mute swan, one of many 

wildlife species that can be found in the waters of the Meadowlands marshes during the Spring season. The image is a simple close-up 

focusing on the birds wing span - the part of the bird that gives it the ability to migrate to the marshes. Given the walls location within the 

park the mute swan was an ideal species to focus on as it references Hans Christian Andersen’s fairytale The Ugly Duckling, a story familiar 

to many children which chronicles the tribulations and triumphs of a young, mute swan that hatches in a clutch of duck eggs but goes on to 

become a beautiful swan.  



 

 

SARAH RUTHERFORD 

1125 Paterson Plank Rd.  

 

For this mural Sarah Rutherford was inspired by the “Day” and “Night” statues that were hauled off to the Meadowlands and jumbled in a 

trackside landfill in Secaucus after the 1963 demolition of the late Penn Station. Created by Adolph Alexander Weinman, these allegorical 

female figures representing time on each side of the station’s four entryway clocks have been reclaimed by Sarah - spawning a new story of 

time and beauty and reminding us of the importance for the need for preservation of our past, i.e. this find in 1968 lead the way to the 

preservation of Grand Central Station in Manhattan. Here “Day” faces east holding a garland of sunflowers welcoming each new day while 

the hooded “Night” bids a good evening to all as she faces the west, conceptually embracing two contrasting emotions that we find in all of 

us. Interestingly, Sarah opted to recreate these gems with female figures rather than repainting the statues, bringing a sense of warmth and 

familiarity to each, in essence highlighting the re-birth of them. 



 

 

JOUST 

1377 Paterson Plank Rd.  

 

Located centrally outside the town library across from both the Veterans of Foreign Wars building and 9/11 memorial this wall was the ideal 

location for a more Patriotic approach. Proudly painted by Secaucus artist Joust, he kept it simple with this homage to Lady Liberty that is 

just a mere few miles away, surrounded with light fades of the stars and stripes. Angled so we are looking up at her, not face-to-face, 

reminds us not only of the generations of people who fought in her honor but the immigrants who saw this very same view as they 

approached the area in search of freedom. 

 


