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FAQs 
Tree Removal Permit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the purpose of this 
ordinance? 
To protect and replenish Secaucus tree 
canopy by limiting or replacing trees that 
are cut down. 

To help mitigate stormwater runoff 
issues such as soil erosion, pollutant 
reduction, and infiltration. The State of 
New Jersey requires that municipalities 
adopt an ordinance to address removal 
and replacement of trees.  

 

Why do shade trees matter? 
The loss of the Secaucus tree canopy impacts 
our community. Trees are essential in 
improving air quality, reducing stormwater 
runoff, providing shade, and cooling our urban 
heat islands. The entire town benefits from the 
beauty and the environmental services of our 
collective tree canopy. 
 

When is a Tree Permit required? 
A Tree Removal Permit is required before 
removing any tree with a trunk diameter of (3) 
inches or greater, measured at breast height.  
 

What if I have a large tree that is 
damaged or diseased or 
invasive? 
A Tree Removal Permit is necessary before 
removing any standing tree, whether alive or 
dead. However, dead, damaged, diseased, 
hazardous, or invasive trees are exempt from 
fees and do not require planting replacement 
trees. The Town may request a letter from a  

 
Licensed Tree Expert or Certified Arborist 
confirming that the tree is dead. While no 
replacement is mandatory, planting a native 
deciduous hardwood from the Northeastern 
U.S. is strongly encouraged. 
 

How much does a permit cost? 
If the subject property is not zoned as 
residential, and does not involve a site 
plan/subdivision, at the time of application, the 
applicant shall pay an application fee of $50. 
 
Do I need to plant a replacement 
tree?  
Unless the tree is otherwise exempted pursuant 
to §109-8(C) of the Town Code, a replacement 
tree(s) may be required. If the applicant cannot 
locate all the required replacement trees on their 
lot, then the applicant is required to deposit a 
nonrefundable $400 per required replacement 
tree into the Secaucus Tree Fund. 
 
How many replacement trees are 
required?  
When replacement trees are required, the 
number of required replacement trees depends 
on the diameter of the removed tree. For 
individual lot applications where no site plan or 
subdivision is required, please refer to §109-12 of 
the Twon Code. For commercial properties, or 
major and minor subdivisions and site plans 
please refer to §109-10 of the Town Code. 
Replacement trees must be selected from the list 
provided by the Town, pursuant to §109-17 of the 
Town Code. 
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Do I need a permit to prune a 
tree? 
A Tree Removal Permit is not required for 
pruning of a tree that does not affect its 
viability. 

 
The street tree in front of my house 
is pushing up the sidewalk. Can I 
remove it? 
A Tree Removal Permit is required to remove any 
street tree in the Town’s right-of-way. There is a $400 
fee per tree unless the tree is otherwise exempted 
pursuant to §109-8(C) of the Town Code  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
What’s the process from start to 
finish for individual lot 
applications where no site plan 
or subdivision is required? 
To apply for a Tree Removal Permit, first complete the 
application, tag trees for removal, and include a sketch 
showing the location of your property in relation to the 
tree(s) to be removed and replaced. The Administrator 
of Tree Conservation will schedule an inspection within 
twenty (20) days, and the Permit is valid for twelve (12) 
months from the issuance date. 

Why does this ordinance apply to 
homeowners? 

By law, the ordinance must have the same rules for 
tree removal requests, whether they come from 
a homeowner, contractor or large landholders.

 
The following list of approved trees are based upon species native to New 
Jersey and are subject to seasonal availability and commercial grower’s 
inventory.  
 
The list is divided into Shade/Street Trees, Evergreens and On Property trees. All trees along streets and public 
rights-of-way will be Shade/Street Trees. Evergreen trees must be a minimum height of 6 feet and on property trees 
must be a minimum caliper of 2.5 inches.  
 

Shade/Street Trees 
Trident Maple 

Chalkbark Maple 
Purpleblow Maple 
Red Sunset Maple 

Queen Elizabeth Maple 
Zelkova 

Slender Silhouette Sweetgum 
American Hornbeam 

Persian Parrotia 
Okame Cherry 
Sargent Cherry 

Columnar Sargent Cherry 
Yoshino Cherry 

Canada Red 
Japanese Tree Lilac 
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Evergreens 
Eastern Red Cedar 
Blue Atlas Cedar 
Leyland Cypress 

Rocky Mountain Juniper 
Emerald Green Arborvitae 

Green Giant Arborvitae 
American Arborvitae 

Eastern Hemlock 
Norway Spruce 

Blue Spruce 
Colorado Blue Spruce 

Concolor Fir 
 

On Property Trees 
Trident Maple 

Chalkbark Maple 
Purpleblow Maple 
Red Sunset Maple 
Paperbark Maple 

Whitebarked Himalayan Birch 
Clump River Birch 

Single Stem River Birch 
Eastern Redbud 

Flowering Dogwood 
Crape Myrtle 

Okame Cherry 
Columnar Sargent Cherry 

Kwanzan Cherry 
Sand Cherry 

Akebono Cherry 
Snow Cherry 

Yoshino Cherry 
Japanese Lilac Tree 
French Hybrid Lilac 

Chinese Elm 
Slender Silhouette Sweetgum 

 
 


	What is the purpose of this ordinance?
	Why do shade trees matter?
	When is a Tree Permit required?
	What if I have a large tree that is damaged or diseased or invasive?
	How much does a permit cost?
	Do I need a permit to prune a tree?
	The street tree in front of my house is pushing up the sidewalk. Can I remove it?
	A Tree Removal Permit is required to remove any street tree in the Town’s right-of-way. There is a $400 fee per tree unless the tree is otherwise exempted pursuant to §109-8(C) of the Town Code
	To apply for a Tree Removal Permit, first complete the application, tag trees for removal, and include a sketch showing the location of your property in relation to the tree(s) to be removed and replaced. The Administrator of Tree Conservation will sc...
	Why does this ordinance apply to homeowners?
	By law, the ordinance must have the same rules for tree removal requests, whether they come from
	a homeowner, contractor or large landholders.

